
                                                                                                                             

 

 

Newsletter Spring 2021 

In this Issue 

Motor Cross at Bonsall Moor 

Cut Gate repairs finished 

DCC plans tarmac for Bamford Clough 

Update on BW applications 

A fine mess in Kirklees  

And plenty more! 

 

Shallcross Incline – concerns over repair plans 
This half mile stretch of the old High Peak railway line near Whaley Bridge is a greenway 
owned by Whaley Bridge Town Council.  It is a multiuser track with horse stiles at either end 
but like many surfaced tracks, much of it has fallen into disrepair due to heavy rains and 
wash off. 

 
The start of the incline 
It is due to be resurfaced this year and riders are anxious, as is County Councillor, Ruth 
George, that the new surface is in keeping with the surrounds and appropriate for all users.  
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We do not want a repeat of Bamford Clough (see below) where DCC is planning to use 
smooth tarmac on a steep multiuser byway.   
 
PHP will be asking Derbyshire CC to consider a Flexipave surface, or similar, which 
elsewhere is being used on gradients by Stockport MBC and along the Trans Pennine Trail 
with great success. Sadly, we do not know of one instance in the county so far where this 
type of surface has been used by Derbyshire CC. 
 

Cut Gate – it’s finished 
The repairs to Cut Gate are done and dusted. The route links the Lady Bower and Langsett 
reservoirs and is the highest part of the Kinder Loop long distance ride. The repairs were 
completed in March, despite very difficult weather and the altitude involved. The three 
‘boggy’ areas have had flagstones laid, an instant improvement (see the photo of the bog of 
doom below looking less doom-like). The materials needed to complete the works, including 
top dressing stone to sort out the wetter bits on the Cut Gate and North America bridleways, 
were flown in by helicopter in February.  The project started in the autumn of 2020. Over 
700m of bridleway have been restored and water management features have been 
designed-in to protect the surrounding moorland. Prior to the repairs the route was extremely 
difficult on horseback in the winter/wetter months. We are delighted to see the route restored 
and made safe in all weathers. Peak Horsepower and the BHS were among the project 
funders. 

 
Flagstones on the Bog of Doom 
 

High Peak Railway Line 
Whaley Bridge’s recently re-elected county councillor, Ruth George, is pushing for the old 
High Peak railway line from Chinley, where there is a permissive route for horses and 
cyclists, to be continued to Buxton.  This would form a useful off-road route via Dove Holes 
for cyclists to access the train stations at Whaley Bridge, Chinley and Buxton, and would 
also benefit horse riders by providing a largely traffic-free route to Buxton and beyond. 
   
The aim is to link the route with the White Peak Loop at Fairfield, where work on a new 
roundabout, incorporating a Pegasus crossing, is due to start this autumn to serve the 
proposed Hogshaw housing development.   
 
Ruth, who is a rider herself, is keen to work with riders to ensure that as much of the route 
as possible is accessible to them.  She recently questioned Derbyshire CC as to why all of 
their £1.7m Active Travel fund was allocated to an unpopular project in Chesterfield, which if 
it doesn’t come to fruition will see all the money handed back to the government. 
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Motor Cross Scrambling on Bonsall Moor 

For some years now part of Bonsall Moor (Matlock area) has been used on and off for motor 

cross events. The level of use, noise and disturbance has increased so much that it has become 

a planning issue and the Peak Park has issued a ‘Stop’ notice on the grounds that the motor 

cross activity is damaging the environment and causing various forms of nuisance. Riders in the 

area have been saying for some time that the narrowness of the access roads and the large 

number of white vans and other vehicles that use them to bring motor bikes to the site and then 

park there is creating a real hazard for them. we are pleased that danger and nuisance on the 

access roads is one of the issues being cited by the Peak Park. The outcome remains unclear as 

the motor cross organizers have appealed. We will keep you posted. 

 
Motor cross vans parked up on Bonsall Moor 

 

Buxton Safer Walk and Ride Network 

The Buxton Town Team is running a consultation on a project called the Safer Walk and 

Ride Network. This is an exciting set of proposals which would create new off-road routes 

into the National Park, onto the Monsal Trail and connecting Buxton and Matlock. Please 

take a look at the proposals and take part in the consultation by going to Buxton Town Team 

| Projects | Safer Walk & Ride Network 

 
 
 

No let-up in off-roading problems during lockdowns 

The PDNPA says it has been facing a significant increase in illegal off-roading throughout the 

National Park during the lockdowns, with particular hotspots in the Goyt, Derwent and Bradwell 

areas. They cite driving onto the SSSI moorland and getting vehicles stuck, deliberately 

smashing gates and barriers and vandalising signs. Peak Park loggers have 'disappeared' from 

some sites. Derbyshire police investigated more than 80 traffic offences relating to the illegal use 

https://www.buxtontownteam.org/safer-walk-ride-network
https://www.buxtontownteam.org/safer-walk-ride-network
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of footpaths, bridleways, farmland and routes subject to traffic regulation orders in the 12 months 

ending February 2021.  

 

Ramsden Road, Kirklees – Another fine mess 

Ramsden Road in the Holme Valley is one of the most abused routes in the National Park. It is 

heavily used by off-roaders (who also go ‘off-piste’ damaging SSSI moorland), is severely 

damaged, and is unsafe in parts for riders due to blind bends and fast-moving motorbikes. 

Residents and non-motorised users have been pressing for years for repairs and a Traffic 

Regulation Order (TRO). Kirklees has a long history of mis-managing the route, including wasting 

time and money by making a legal mess of a temporary TRO which it then had to withdraw.  

Kirklees is now proposing a Public Spaces Protection Order which will limit 4x4 use but still allow 

motor bikes. But they are still making a mess of things and this has prompted a huge row. The 

Authority is refusing to carry out a public consultation along the lines advised by the Association 

of Local Government Association. It failed to publish details of its proposals until after the closing 

date for any comments. It is trying to confine any comments on its proposal to the strict legality of 

the proposed Order, ie it will ignore comments from the public on the appropriateness or likely 

effectiveness of the Order. By leaving the decision on making such an Order at officer level it 

appears to be in breach of its own rules on delegated powers. And it seems to be ignoring the 

fact that the route is legal for carriage drivers. You can follow the whole sorry saga on Pathwatch 

at ramsden road – Path Watch (path-watch.com) 

 

Ramsden Rd 

PHP has commented on the proposal pointing out its deficiencies and calling for a TRO banning 

all recreational motor vehicles.  If the Order does come into effect, it will cover Ramsden Rd, 

Rake Head Road and Old Gate. Details of the proposal are at  

Kirklees Council (Yateholme) (Highways Access) Public Space Protection Order No.1 2021 - 

Statement of Reasons 

 

Fall on tarmac laid on Longstone Edge RB 

For the second time tarmac has been laid, we think without authority, in the Longstone Edge 

area and one of our members has fallen on it. There is now tarmac all the way between the 

Great Longstone end of the edge and Bleaklow Farm.  A few years ago, tarmac appeared on the 

route between Rowland and Bleaklow Farm. Our understanding is that it is not legal to lay tarmac 

on a public highway without the permission of the highway authority. Longstone Edge is a 

https://path-watch.com/category/ramsden-road/
https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/crime-and-safety/pdf/yateholme-proposal-statement-of-reasons.pdf
https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/crime-and-safety/pdf/yateholme-proposal-statement-of-reasons.pdf
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Restricted Byway. We have reported the fall to DCC and they have said they will investigate to 

see whether the surface is in line with DCC standards. 

 

Bamford Clough – DCC planning tarmac 

Bamford Clough, a Byway Open to all Traffic, was closed to all users in 2013 when off-roader 

damage exposed a live electricity supply cable. A repeatedly renewed Temporary Traffic 

Regulation Order (TRO) has been on it ever since. That Order is due to be lifted soon as DCC 

has started repairing the route and making it safe.  Just one problem. They are intending to 

tarmac the whole thing, including even the very steep sections (1:4). We have written to DCC 

objecting and pointing out how easily horses can fall on steeply sloping tarmac. We can only 

assume that when DCC specified the repairs it did not include in the specification that the route 

must be safe for all categories of user.  The BHS has also expressed concern. Other objections 

are on the grounds that tarmac destroys the historic character of the lane and is unsuitable for a 

right of way in a national park.  

 
DCC has already laid tarmac at the top end of Bamford Clough. The steepest section is lower down 

We are also concerned that a tarmac surface will lead Bamford Clough to be used by motor 

vehicles of all kinds. Although it will remain a right of way, and therefore not part of the 

ordinary road network, tarmac will give Bamford Clough the appearance of a minor country 

road. We think this will encourage ordinary motorists to use it as a way of getting to and from 

Bamford.  Because the Clough is so narrow, this will lead to conflict and difficulty when two 

vehicles meet with no prospect of passing each other.  Tarmac also encourages motor 

vehicles, especially motor bikes, to travel at speed, again leading to potential conflict and 

danger. Should DCC press on with the idea of tarmac, we think that for these reasons it will 

find it essential to bring in, as a minimum, a TRO creating a one-way system and a 20mph 

speed limit. What is really needed is a full TRO. Had DCC put a full TRO on the route years 

ago it would have avoided having to do repairs which will be very expensive, whatever the 

final surface solution.  
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Long Dale BW, Friden 

A new gate is now in place at the start of the Long Dale BW, replacing the ancient gate held 

together by string and fresh air. The gate is a 90-degree self-closing BW gate with a handle, so 

no springs or weights. The landowner is delighted with it. Huge thanks to BHS Derbyshire and to 

the legacy of the Derbyshire Horse and Pony Society that made this possible. Also to Matt at 

Plantation-care.co.uk for doing a great job installing it. 

 
And here's the great new gate 

 

Update on BW Applications 

Orders Made 

Progress on getting decisions on new Rights of Way claims continues to be hampered by Covid 

restrictions and by DCC staff having to work from home, but since the last newsletter we have 

heard that the following applications are now over the first hurdle. The next stage after that is for 

DCC to advertise the Orders. Objections are always a possibility. An objection means that a 

public inquiry has to be held and that the outcome remains uncertain. 

Cromford: FP 41, ugrade to BW. The Planning Inspectorate is supporting the claim and will be 

instructing DCC to make a BW Order. Brilliant news!  Due to Coronavirus, the time for the Order 

to be made is being extended from the usual three months to 12 months. Routes relatively local 

to County Hall are more likely to get their Orders made within the usual timescale, as they will be 

advertised in the Town Hall reception area, which remains open. 

Lumsdale: Order to be made to upgrade Matlock FP102 and Tansley FP14 to RB and to add an 

RB on the un-adopted road. Good news. But DCC has decided against upgrading Matlock FP31 

as they don’t think there is sufficient evidence for BW. MADBAG (Matlock and District BW Group) 

will be challenging this decision.   

Hurker Wood, Matlock: Order to be made to add as BW the unadopted track from Brent Lane to 

Hurker Wood, giving riders access to the Matlock Forest via Farley Moor.  

Wirksworth: Blundestone Lane and Longway Bank. Order to be made for the upgrade of 

Wirksworth FP16 to BW and to add a BW on the un-adopted section of Blundestone Lane. This 

will give riders a direct link to Intake Lane across the B5035.  The route is quite steep and narrow 

http://plantation-care.co.uk/?fbclid=IwAR0KQ1n5J4pcSKTTznQIUyBQHxs9lUXzzgA9Baa05Ia5WJJ_yGx6EVnpdls
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in places. Stiles will need to be replaced with BW gates and some trees and perhaps dry-stone 

walling will need removing.  The route from the B5035 crosses someone’s paddock.  Ten 

objections have been recorded, mainly from local landowners. 

Orders confirmed 

Hartington Town Quarter: Footpath upgrade, North towards Hartington from the county boundary 

at Beresford Dale. BW Order came into effect on 4 March.  

Matlock: New RB from Hearthstone Lane to Littlemoor Lane.  This was claimed on historic 

evidence by the Peak and Northern Footpath Society, to whom many thanks. This route was 

already in use but is now secure.   

Over Haddon-Youlgreave: update 

There will be a delay in confirming the bridleway Order for the route from Over Haddon to 

Youlgreave via Meadow Place Grange. The public inquiry Inspector made a mistake in the Order 

in the description of the alignment of part of the route. This has led to the Order having to be re-

advertised.  We do not foresee any difficulties in this, just a delay. 

 

Beet Lane being used by off-roaders to get onto the Roych 

We have received reports of high levels of off-roader traffic going up Beet Lane, near Chapel en-

le-Frith. The top of Beet Lane joins the Roych. This traffic is being observed going in one 

direction only - uphill and never coming back down. This means that these drivers are going on 

to drive on the Roych, in breach of the Traffic Regulation Order. We have reported this the Peak 

Park. 

 

Derbyshire Rural Crime Team now using drones 
Derbyshire Police have cotton on to the usefulness of drones in catching illegal off-roaders. The 
Rural Crime Team’s Facebook page shows them deploying a drone to pinpoint a motor cyclist 
reported by residents to be driving illegally on footpaths in the Duckmanton area, NE Derbyshire. 
Once the drone had found and was tracking the offender, the police deployed what they call their 
‘stinger device’ across the likely route of escape. The bike was seized, and the rider booked. The 
Facebook posting says: ‘This won't be a one off and residents can expect to see a focus on this 
issue over the coming months’.  You can see the drone in action at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NeDerbyshireBridlewaysGroup/permalink/1257005281363177
/  Thank you NE Derbs BW group for spotting this. 
 

New BHS app for reporting traffic and other incidents 
The BHS is urging all riders and carriage drivers to report to them any incidents they are involved 
in, regardless of severity. They remind riders that it is vital that each and every incident is 
recorded and contributes to the national statistics. Anyone can use the app to report incidents 
and near misses. You don’t have to be a BHS member. The new app is on the Google Play Store 
and Apple stores. Or you can go to Report Your Horse Incident | Riding Accidents | The BHS  
 

Proposed cycle routes – take a look online 

The Derbyshire online mapping portal is now showing both existing and proposed cycle routes. 

Many of the proposed routes are currently FPs that would make good BW upgrades. Some 

already seem to have higher rights. We will be doing our best, along with BHS, to make sure that 

new cycle routes have access for horses as well as cyclists. The mapping portal is at Derbyshire 

Mapping Portal. To see cycle routes, click on the map legend icon top right then scroll down to 

‘Cycle Networks’.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/NeDerbyshireBridlewaysGroup/permalink/1257005281363177/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NeDerbyshireBridlewaysGroup/permalink/1257005281363177/
https://www.bhs.org.uk/our-work/safety/report-an-incident
https://maps.derbyshire.gov.uk/connect/analyst/mobile/#/main?mapcfg=Ordnance_Survey_Maps
https://maps.derbyshire.gov.uk/connect/analyst/mobile/#/main?mapcfg=Ordnance_Survey_Maps
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Long distance riding 

A useful resource for anyone into planning long-distance rides in different parts of the country is 

the website called The Equine Rambler. It identifies and describes, county by county, all disused 

railway lines open to riders. Most of the disused lines featured are up to no more than 12 miles or 

so in length, but In some cases there are suggested links connecting to other equestrian routes. 

See  index (theequinerambler.org)  

 

Contacting us 

You can contact Peak Horsepower at peakhorsepowersecretary@hotmail.co.uk  

You can find us on Facebook:  (20+) Peak Horsepower Bridleways Group | Facebook  

And on the web at Home - peakhorsepower.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://theequinerambler.org/
mailto:peakhorsepowersecretary@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/225534097824845/
http://www.peakhorsepower.co.uk/

